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CHATEAU DE BERU

The Chablis wine area lies at the northernmaost tip of Burgundy, a full
hundred miles eloser 1o Paris than the Céte d'Or. Just 37 miles to the south
of Champagne, the region is notorious for its cold winters and damp weather
conditions. *In 2007 hail stones the size of golf balls wiped out 80 per cent
of our grape crop in a single storm,’ recalls Athénais de Béru. Weather
conditions apart, she is blessed with an enviable birthright. Chiteau de
Béru, Family sear of the Counts of Béru since 1620, is the most impressive
address in the village: a classified monument, medieval in origin, surrounded
by the only walled vineyard in the whole of Chablis. The property
was founded in the 13th century, then enlarged and rebuilt during the
‘Renaissance and again in the 18th century. The eastern gateway, facing
the village, features a 15th-century moondial — one of only two in Eurcpe
and the only one still in use, Scientists come to take readings every year,
checking for the least sign of disruption in the lunar cycle, ‘Proving’, says
Arhénais, “that the lunar influence is real. A winemaker knows that working
in harmony with the phases of the moon does bring results.”

It savs something about the success of her methods that all of Chéteau
de Béru's wines are now organically produced from organically grown fruit.
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Particularly when vou consider that there was nothing left of these vineyards just

23 vears ago. Ravaged by Phyllovera Vastatrix in the late 19th century like every

sther vinevard in France and in Europe, they were replanted nearly a century later by Count Eric Above: The fagade of the house
1 e vy f o v : o . L = o of the conrtynrd entrance side,
de Béru. My father’s background was in import—export, explains Athénais. ‘But his real passion . = 0 0 On the
lav here —in these vinevards that he replanted in 1987, The chiteau then was my grandparents’ ather side facing anto the village
s a Iith-century moondial —

g H 1 . : . : one of only twe in Europe. The
children in tow.” She remembers, in particular, how surprised and delighted he was at her cwn oierione, 50 longec T, T o

venture into winemaking, ‘By 2002 I realized 1 had missed my true vocation, so I dropped my Queens’ College, Cambridge.
Cirv career and signed up for an cenology diploma in Beaune.” Her first vintage was the Clos Béru

home ~ the place where my father grew up and later spent most weekends and holidays, wife and

20005, released shortly before her father’s tragic demise in 2006. ‘He always left us free 10 choose
ur owil careers — but from the moment I came on board, he taught me everything he knew!”
The estate — vinevards, reception facilities and chambies d'hite — is now entirely managed

b Athénais and her mother Lanrence, the Count’s widow. "You have to be a one-man band
in this business,’ says Athénais. ‘Burgundy winegrowers make and market their own wines,
knoawing that every vintage is only as expressive as the fenoir that produced it in that particular
vear. The Clos Béru 2009 is the wine from the Clos Béru in 2008 — no more, no less, Pure
Chardonnay, from a single named vineyard.' Unlike Bordeaux, Burgundy wines are never
blended: the reds are made with Pinot Noir and the whites with Chardonnay. You could say
that this chateau expresses that same uncompromising identity: unspoilt, unadulterated and

admmrably true to its roots.
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